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4 February 2026

The programme will air daily for 30 minutes across medium

and shortwave frequencies

The BBC World Service has launched a temporary emergency

lifeline radio programme for Iran in response to the ongoing

turmoil in the country, and the unprecedented crackdown on

protests.

To complement the existing BBC News Persian video and digital

services, the radio programme will be available on mediumwave

and shortwave across Iran to increase the population’s access to

news and information. To broaden its offer and availability of

programming, the BBC World Service has also made some of its TV

content available on mediumwave radio.

Since 8 January, the Iranian people have been subject to an

internet blackout. Prior to this, BBC News Persian’s digital services

saw their biggest reach in a year with their platforms reaching

more than 33 million people.

The short-term programme will cover the latest news and

developments in Iran and will place events inside the country

within their wider regional and international context. It will feature

voices from inside Iran alongside clear, informed analysis of the

most recent political, social, and economic developments shaping

the situation in the country.

The programme will air daily for 30 minutes across medium and

shortwave frequencies from 4.30pm GMT / 8pm Iran Standard

Time. The temporary programme has been granted resource from

existing funds until the end of March 2026.

Fiona Crack, Interim Global Director, BBC News, says: “A key role of

the BBC World Service is to step up in times of crisis to provide

news and information for our audiences in greatest need. BBC

News Persian reaches one in four adults in Iran, which is an

astonishing feat considering their reporting is banned in the

country.
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“The team have been essential in telling the urgent story of the

Iranian people to audiences around the world, and our new radio

programme will give the Iranian people more ways to access

independent and impartial news.”

Tarik Kafala, Interim Regional Director, Middle East and North

Africa, says: “BBC News Persian have worked tirelessly to deliver

journalism throughout this period of unrest as the demand for

trusted news has soared in Iran. The teams have supplied

extended TV hours in Iran and an increased offer on digital

platforms for the Iranian people. They have reported for UK

audiences across bulletins, live pages and on forensic journalism

with BBC Verify.”

The BBC World Service has a history of launching emergency

services in times of crisis. In April 2025, BBC News Burmese started

providing audio and video content on a satellite channel in the

aftermath of Myanmar earthquake.

In December 2024, following the fall of the Assad regime, the BBC

World Service set up an enhanced audio channel on FM and

mediumwave for the people of Syria. This follows the emergency

radio service for Gaza in November 2023 and for Sudan in May

2023 amid conflict.

In February 2022, the BBC News Ukraine service extended TV

bulletins following the invasion of the country.

Where to find the programme:

The live programme will be available at 4.30pm GMT (8pm

Iran Time) on 702kHz medium wave and 9465kHz short wave

The programme will be repeated at 6pm GMT (9.30pm Iran

time) on 702kHz mediumwave and 5935kHz shortwave

A visualised version of the programme will be broadcast on

BBC Persian TV at 6pm GMT (9.30pm Iran time)
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